South Ferriby Parish Council

www. southferribyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Support for the Community in the event of Flooding

(Keep this note safe so you know what to do)

Risk of Flooding

Much has been written in the press in recent weeks about the flood risks for the East coast as a result of exceptionally high tides this Autumn.

It is important to note that a high tide on its own is not going to cause flooding in South Ferriby. This has to be linked to adverse weather conditions. When the two come together there will be a risk. These risks have been assessed and the lower parts of South Ferriby (those below 5.82m – roughly everything to the West of the Cemex Conference centre) are at medium risk of flooding. The flood defences look to protect the village for all but exceptional events every 50 – 100 years. This is a statistical average. We could for example be flooded every year for three years or we could go 300 years without flooding without the risk changing.

It is worth noting that within living memory there has been very little flooding in South Ferriby. It is not unknown for the A1077 to flood on the Scunthorpe side of the cement works and in times of exceptional weather conditions houses to the north of the A1077 have flooded – most notably around the Hope & Anchor. Some things have changed since the severe flooding of the East Coast  in the 1950s. The sea defences have improved, the overall sea level is rising (at a rate of about 6mm a year), we have more houses in Ferriby Sluice built on low levels.

What you should be doing to make sure you are prepared for a possible flood

Mostly what you need to do is down to common sense.

a) Register with Floodline  0845 988 1188 – the flood warning system run by the Environment Agency. They will telephone you with an automatic flood warning. If you do not have a telephone ask a neighbour if they will tell you when there is a Flood Warning.

NB: If your telephone has an answer machine make sure you will hear it ring and receive a flood warning.

b) Follow the advice about electricity, gas etc as issued by the Environment Agency.

c) Check your insurance policy is up to date and that you know where their telephone number can be found. Take details with you if you decide to leave your home after a warning has been given.

d) Think ahead – have a plan for yourself and any family members who live with you and your pets. This may involve moving important papers etc to the first floor (if you have one) of your home, thinking about what you would take with you if your home were to flood. If possible make arrangements with family or friends who live nearby and are unlikely to be flooded themselves for you to stay with them in the first few days after a flood. 

NB: Flood water is generally fast moving, unpleasant (containing debris & sewage) and even a small flood can render your home uninhabitable for an extended period.

How is flood water likely to behave in South Ferriby

South Ferriby is likely to be flooded in an event of breaches in the Humber Bank, known as Tidal Flooding. It is highly unlikely to be flooded by the River Ancholme.

The first place the Humber Bank is likely to  breach is to the West of the cement works (towards Scunthorpe). The road is likely to become impassable very quickly to ordinary vehicles. The next breach is uncertain but water always seeks low ground and finds its own level. It is highly likely that it will flow along the route of the Old Ancholme (where there are two fields between the Sluice and the rest of the village). In such an event homes between the Ancholme and the route of the Old Ancholme would quickly be cut off. 

NB: You may not be able to see any flood water but the A1077 road out of South Ferriby could be flooded in both directions. Make sure you do not leave it too late to leave your home easily.

What help is available

The Parish Council has no statutory obligations in the event of a flood – North Lincolnshire does have statutory obligations but in the case of tidal flooding of the Humber the Ancholme is also likely to flood. Other communities will be affected and the resources available to South Ferriby will be limited. In the first few hours we can  best help ourselves.

You may wish to consider if you should have sandbags for your personal use or buy or construct other flood defences for your home. Please note we have looked at stockpiling a supply of sand bags for the village. Unfortunately they deteriorate very quickly and this is not practical. If you wish to keep your own supply check with the manufacturers how long the bags can be stored with sand inside them.

South Ferriby Parish Council has conducted a survey to see which people, who might be affected by a flood, need assistance. If you need assistance and have not spoken to a Parish Councillor about this please contact the Parish Clerk (telephone number below).

What the Parish Council will do in the event of a Flood warning

a) We will set up a control centre at the Village Post Office – please note this is a place where information will be received and assistance will be co-ordinated. It is not a place to congregate if you have to leave your home. You are welcome to call in to check for current information.

The control centre will receive information from a number of sources, Environment Agency, North Lincolnshire Council, radio, individuals monitoring the Humber Bank for breaches etc. We will give advice based on information from all sources – please do not rely on historical information, however well intended, based on what has happened in the past or information from anyone who may only have part of the picture.

b) There are many lessons we can learn from other areas which have been flooded and the images from New Orleans are harrowing. We are not suggesting that anything on this scale will happen in North Lincolnshire but we can plan now to reduce the impact of a flood. We have plenty of resources in the village and are fortunate to be on two levels. Please be prepared to leave your home before it is difficult to do so. 

THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT EVERYONE IS SAFE. 

c)   Those needing assistance to leave their homes will be taken in the first instance to the Village Hall where hot drinks etc will be available. We will start to move the most vulnerable (those with disabilities and anyone requiring assistance who lives in a bungalow) once we think a flood in the village is likely. Please note that you may not be able to see any water at this stage. We shall only be able to move people and their pets. We cannot start moving people’s belongings.

d)  If you have a car and are able to leave the village please do so. There is only a limited amount of space at the Village hall. Anyone who is unable to leave the village should make their way to the Village Hall.

e)  If you live in a part of the village unaffected by flooding and are able to give short term accommodation to someone who is please make your way to the Village Hall in the event of a flood or make an informal arrangement now with people you know.

Flood Coordination at the Post Office

Telephone No. at the Post Office  
01652 632101 (this will only be manned in the event of an emergency – please call Parish Clerk (see below) for information at other times).

Sara Haddon

Cathy Logan

Sandra Fisher

Any questions – please speak in the first instance to the Parish Clerk, Angela Sherwood 01652 637325 or send her an e-mail.  clerk@southferribyparishcouncil.gov.uk
